
 

Year 8 History 

History fires pupils' curiosity and imagination, moving and inspiring them with the 

dilemmas, choices and beliefs of people in the past. It helps pupils develop their own 

identities through an understanding of history at personal, local, national and 

international levels. It helps them to ask and answer questions of the present by 

engaging with the past. Pupils find out about the history of their community, Britain, 

Europe and the world. They develop a chronological overview that enables them to 

make connections within and across different periods and societies. 

M Dixon Head of Humanities 

Topic/Term World War 1 Term 1.1 

Key 
competencies 

(student 
abilities) 

Students will be expected to  

 Identify why countries go to war 

 Describe the living conditions in the trenches 

 Explore links with English about use of language from poets such as 
Owen and Sassoon 

 Draw conclusions about the consequences of the war and analyse the 
mistakes made in post war Europe 

Assessment Extended Writing: In what ways does the poetry of WWI explain Soldier’s 
views of the war? Project: 

Links to CES 
learning 

Charter/IB 
learner profile 

The aim of these units are to give pupils the opportunity to demonstrate 
skills of independent learning, reflection, research, retaining knowledge and 
intercultural understanding. 

 

Topic/Term International relationships  Term 1.2 

Key 
competencies 

(student 
abilities) 

Students will be expected to  
 

Assessment Written Assignments - Why were the Roman armies so successful in 
expanding the empire? What was life like for different people in the Roman 
Empire?  

Links to CES 
learning 

Charter/IB 
learner profile 

The aim of these units are to give pupils the opportunity to demonstrate 
skills of independent learning, reflection, research, retaining knowledge and 
intercultural understanding. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Topic/Term Fall of Empires, Rise of Hitler  Term 2 

Key 
competencies 

(student 
abilities) 

Students will be expected to: 
 

 Understand why the allies punished Germany the way they did in 
1919 

 Describe the effects of the Wall Street Crash on Europe 

 Understand the fundamental difference between Facism, Communism 
and Democracy 

 Understand features of Stalin's Communist Dictatorship 

 Illustrate knowledge of political understanding 

 Explain how the Nazis took power in Germany 

 Understand who benefited from Nazi Rule? 

 How did the Nazis control People? 

 What caused the Second World War? 
 

Assessment Extended writing - Fear and politics in Germany. Give a presentation 
outlining the differences between the 3 major political movements in the 
20th Century 

Links to CES 
learning 

Charter/IB 
learner profile 

The aim of these units are to give pupils the opportunity to demonstrate 
skills of independent learning, reflection, research, retaining knowledge and 
intercultural understanding. 

 

 

 

Topic/Term  World War 2 – Term 3.1 

Key 
competencies 

(student 
abilities) 

Students will be expected to: 

 Describe the rise of Fascism in Europe in the 1930s 

 Explain the roles of Germany, Russia and Italy in causing the war 

 Analyse the extent to which the Allies’ policy of appeasement was a 
mistake 

  

Assessment Extended Writing - War in the East 

Links to CES 
learning 

Charter/IB 
learner profile 

The aim of these units are to give pupils the opportunity to demonstrate 
skills of independent learning, reflection, research, retaining knowledge and 
intercultural understanding. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Topic/Term World War 2 (2)– Term 3.2 

Key 
competencies 

(student 
abilities) 

Students will be expected: 

 Describe the changing nature of 20th century warfare 

 Explain the roles of Germany, Russia and Italy in causing the war 

 Analyse the role of women in WWII 

 Describe the key battles of WWII 
 

Assessment Project World War 1 - PowerPoint presentation. End of year exam 

Links to CES 
learning 

Charter/IB 
learner profile 

The aim of these units are to give pupils the opportunity to demonstrate 
skills of independent learning, reflection, research, retaining knowledge and 
intercultural understanding. 

 

 

Examples of 
homework 

tasks 

 Activity sheets to reinforce knowledge and understanding 

 Work sheets to practice historical skills. 

 Developing understanding through research tasks  

 Improving literacy through extended writing tasks  

 Developing creativity through project work 

 Developing communication skills through rehearsing for 
presentations on historical topics and issues 

 Revision 

Study 
equipment 

needed 

Historians should come equipped with the standard lesson equipment as 
well as colouring pencils, scissors and glue 

Useful 
websites 

http://www.schoolhistory.co.uk/ 

http://www.activehistory.co.uk/ 
http://www.thinkinghistory.co.uk/ 

http://www.igshistoryonline.co.uk/ 
http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/ 
http://www.historyonthenet.com/ 
http://www.internationalschoolhistory.net/ 
http://www.learnhistory.org.uk/ 
http://www.historystuff.co.uk/ 

 

 

Contact in 
school 

mdixon@cesegypt.com 
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