
LITERACY 

A) Writing: Quest adventure stories 

During this unit, the children will read and explore stories with different reading pathways in the form of quest 
adventures. They will learn to create narrative writing pieces that include the following:  

1. Opening/setting a scene or introducing characters 

Some possible options for opening a story ‘to grab the reader’ 

• using dialogue, e.g. a warning given by one character to another 

• asking the reader a question 

• describing some strange behaviour of one of the characters 

• using a dramatic exclamation (Help!) or dramatic event 

• introducing something intriguing 

Techniques for introducing characters 

• using an interesting name 

• limiting description on how the character feels, e.g. sad, lonely, angry or what they are, 

E.g. bossy, shy 

• relying on portraying character through action and dialogue 

• using powerful verbs to show how a character feels and behaves, e.g. muttered, ambled 

• giving the thoughts and reactions of other characters 

• revealing the characters’ own thoughts and ideas 

 

2. Build-up/creating setting 

• making the characters do something 

• using detail based on sense impressions – what can be seen, heard, smelt, touched or tasted 

• basing settings on known places plus some invented detail 

• using real or invented names to bring places alive – to help to make the setting more realistic and 
more believable 

• creating atmosphere, e.g. what is hidden, what is dangerous, what looks unusual, what is out of place 

• using the weather, time of day and season as well as place 

• lulling the reader into a false sense of security that all is well 

 

 



3. Dilemma 

• introducing a problem 

• using ‘empty’ words, e.g. ‘someone’ to create suspense 

• using short sentences to be dramatic 

• strengthening nouns and verbs rather than adding adjectives and adverbs 

• employing suspense words such as ‘suddenly’, ‘without warning’ 

• drawing the reader in by asking a question 

• occasionally breaking the sentence rule by using a fragment to emphasise a point, e.g. ‘Silence!’ 

• varying sentence openings by sometimes starting with an adverb, e.g. ‘Carefully’; a prepositional 
phrase, e.g. ‘At the end of the street’; a subordinate clause, e.g. ‘Although she was tired, Vanya . . .’ or 
‘Swinging his stick in the air, he . . . ’ 

• delaying the revealing of the ‘monster’ by shadows, sounds, etc. 

• using ominous sounds, darkness or cold to build the tension 

 

4. Reaction/events 

• building on many of the techniques already used in the earlier part of the story  

• varying sentences structures by using longer sentence to get a rhythm going to describe the increasing 
tension as events unfold 

• using alliteration and short sentences to portray sounds within the action 

• using metaphor and simile to help paint the scene and describe the feelings of the characters 

• introducing further possible complications, using connecting words and phrases such as 
‘unfortunately. . . ’ or ‘what he hadn’t noticed was . . . ’ 

 

5. Resolution and ending 

Techniques for resolving the dilemma 

• allowing help to arrive in an unexpected form, such as ‘It was at that moment that . . . ’ 

• making the character(s) do something unexpected 

• showing that the problem/dilemma was only in the characters’ minds and not real 

• allowing the character some extra effort to overcome the problem 

• only resolving a part of the dilemma so the characters learn a lesson for the future 

Some possible options for closing a story 

• making a comment about the resolution 

• using dialogue – a comment from one of the characters 

• using a question 

• making a mysterious remark 

• telling the reader to remember or do something 



 

• showing how a character has changed 

• using one word or an exclamation 

• avoiding clichés such as ‘The end’ or ‘They all lived happily ever after’ unless it is a fabrication of a 
traditional story 

• reflecting on events and perhaps providing a moral 

• allowing the main character to think aloud 

• introducing an element of mystery, e.g. ‘Vanya would never know how lucky she was that . . . ’ 

• looking to the future 

• revisiting where the story began 

 

B) Writing in a journalistic style  

In this unit the children will read compare and right newspaper and radio reports. They will compare a range of 
newspaper reports and magazine articles, radio, television and online news reports. They will then analyse 
various types of media identifying style, structure and audience with some focus on fact, opinion and ethics. 
After that the children will make notes, plan, and write a newspaper and a radio news report.  

1. Speaking 

 Use a range of oral techniques to present persuasive arguments and engaging narratives  

 Use the techniques of dialogic talk to explore ideas, topics or issues 

2. Listening and responding 

 Make notes when listening for a sustained period and discuss how note-taking varies depending on 
context and purpose 

3. Drama 

 Improvise using a range of drama strategies and conventions to explore themes such as hopes, fears 
and desires  

4. Word structure and spelling 

 Spell familiar words correctly and employ a range of strategies to spell difficult and unfamiliar words  

 Use a range of appropriate strategies to edit, proofread and correct spelling in their own work, on paper 
and on screen 

5. Understanding and interpreting texts 

 Appraise a text quickly, deciding on its value, quality or usefulness  

 Recognise rhetorical devices used to argue, persuade, mislead and sway the reader 

6. Engaging with and responding to texts 

 Sustain engagement with longer texts, using different techniques to make the text come alive  

 Compare how writers from different times and places present experiences and use language 

7. Creating and shaping texts 

 Use different narrative techniques to engage and entertain the reader  



 

 Select words and language drawing on their knowledge of literary features and formal and informal 
writing  

 Integrate words, images and sounds imaginatively for different purposes 

8. Text structure and organisation 

 Use varied structures to shape and organise texts coherently 

9. Sentence structure and punctuation 

 Express subtle distinctions of meaning, including hypothesis, speculation and supposition, by 
constructing sentences in varied ways 

10. Presentation 

 Use different styles of handwriting for different purposes with a range of media, developing a consistent 
and personal legible style  

 Select from a wide range of ICT programs to present text effectively and communicate information and 
ideas 

 

Reading: Apart from reading various text examples based on the writing genres we will be covering the children 
will also have the opportunity to read a variety of books during guided reading and library sessions.  

Spelling:  

Each week we will focus on one specific spelling rule which will be incorporated throughout our literacy work.  

WK 1 – Words ending with ING 

WK 2 - changing Y to I 

WK3 - Words ending with FUL 

WK 4 – Words ending with IC 

WK 5 - Words ending with I, U AND V 

WK 6 - Words ending with LE, EL AND AL 

WK 7 - Words ending with IBLE AND ABLE 

WK 8 – Words ending with TION AND IAN 

WK 9 – Words ending with SION AND CIAN 

  



MATHEMATICS 

a) Rounding to the nearest 10, 100, 1000. 

b) Rounding decimals to the nearest whole numbers or tenths.  

c) Use decimal notations up to hundredths: order a set of decimals.  

d) Find all pairs of factors of any number up to 100.  

 

a) Multiplication: partitioning. 

b) Multiplication: using close facts. 

c) Read and plot coordinates on all quadrants. 

d) Properties of 3D shapes: visualise 3D shapes from 2D drawings.  

 

a) Calculate the area of rectangles and compound shapes. 

b) Calculate the area of a right angled triangle.  

c) Averages: mean, median and mode.  

d) Construct and interpret conversion graphs. 

 

a) Adding and subtracting decimals. 

b) Adding two or more numbers less than 10000 using standard written methods. 

c) Square numbers to at least 12 x 12.  

d) Recognise and extend number sequences, including triangular numbers. 

 

a) Multiply ThHTU x U using standard methods. 
b) Use fractions of an operator to find fractions of a number. 
c) Order fractions and decimals; convert a fraction to a decimal using division.  
d) Know and apply tests of divisibility.  

SCIENCE  

Evolution and inheritance  

 Recognise that living things have changed over time and that fossils provide information about living 

things that inhabited the Earth millions of years ago 

 Recognise that living things produce offspring of the same kind, but normally offspring vary and are not 

identical to their parents 

 Identify how animals and plants are adapted to suit their environment in different ways and that 

adaptation may lead to evolution. 

Working Scientifically:  

 Identifying scientific evidence that has been used to support or refute ideas or arguments. 

 Planning different types of scientific enquiries to answer questions, including recognising and controlling 

variables where necessary 

 Taking measurements, using a range of scientific equipment, with increasing accuracy and precision 

 Recording data and results of increasing complexity using scientific diagrams and labels, classification 

keys, tables, and bar and line graphs 

 Using test results to make predictions to set up further comparative and fair tests using simple models 

to describe scientific ideas 

 Reporting and presenting findings from enquiries, including conclusions, causal relationships and 

explanations of results, in oral and written forms such as displays and other presentations 



 

INTEGRATED SUBJECTS 

Weather & Climate- Geography 

 Know that the study of geography in this unit is concerned with places and 

 Physical processes in the world around them, including the atmosphere 
 

 Know about the main climate types and physical processes of weather 
 

 Know about similarities and differences in weather patterns between particular localities 
 

 Know how the weather and climate influences the nature of human activities 
 

 Identify and know about the weather patterns of the host country 
 

 Identify and know about the weather patterns of their home country 
 

 Know about the weather and climatic conditions in their home country and how they affect the 
environment and the lives of people living there 

 

 Know about the weather and climatic conditions in the host country and how they affect the 
environment and the lives of people living there 

 

 Be able to enquire into climatic factors and their effects on people’s lives 
 

 Be able to use atlases, satellite images, the Internet, radio and television, reference materials and 
fieldwork to gather information about the weather 

 

 Be able to identify weather patterns and to use their knowledge and understanding to explain them 
 

 Be able to use appropriate geographical vocabulary to describe and interpret the weather 
 

 Be able to use instruments to record temperature, wind speed and direction, rainfall and humidity 
 

 Be able to use appropriate techniques to gather information about weather patterns and microclimates 
 

 Be able to make local plans and world maps in a variety of scales using symbols and keys, some of which 
they have devised themselves 

 

 Be able to use and interpret globes and world maps in a variety of scales 
 

 Be able to explain how climatic processes lead to similarities and differences between places 
 

 Be able to communicate their knowledge and understanding of weather through presentations and 
reports 

 

 Understand how localities are affected by meteorological processes 
 

 Understand how and why some people are concerned about climate change and the steps being taken 
to address the issues 

 

 Understand how the weather of Egypt affects the everyday lives of the people who live here 


