
 

Year 7 Geography 

“Geography literally means ‘to write the earth’. In Geography, students study the physical (or natural) 

world and the human (man-made world). Students also study how the physical and human worlds 

interact and impact upon each other. In Year 7 students study topics that allow them to develop their 

Geographical skills and understanding whilst also preparing them for the IGCSE. Topics covered by 

students in Year 7 will be met again and developed upon in Year 9 and 10. Students are assessed using 

a variety of methods that allow them to demonstrate their knowledge, skills and understanding in 

different ways.” 

Mr M Dixon Head of Humanities 

 

Topic/Term What is Geography?/Geographical skills Term 1.1 

Key 
competencies 

(student 
abilities) 

Students will be expected to : 
Be able to explain the different elements of Geography – Human, Physical 
and Environmental 

Be able to read and understand a variety of different maps 

Be able to interpret map symbols and information from maps 

Be able to read and use four and six figure grid references 

Understand how we use and display scale and height on maps 

Assessment An examination of Geographical key skills with a focus on reading and 
interpreting maps. This unit will be assessed at completion with a standard 
format test. 

Links to CES 
learning 

Charter/IB 
learner profile 

The aim of this topic is for students to develop their geographical knowledge 
and inquiry skills. 

 

Topic/Term Settlements Term 1.2 

Key 
competencies 

(student 
abilities) 

Students will be expected to : 
Understand the reasons for settlement locations 

Understand that we can rank settlements by hierarchies and the larger the 
settlement the greater the functions, services and population 

Be able to explain the differences in the shape of settlements in LEDCs and 
MEDCs and be able to draw at least one urban model 

Understand that settlements create problems such as traffic, urban slums and 
pollution and be able to describe possible solutions to these problems 

 

 

 



 

Assessment Students will complete a series of decision making questions based on their 
knowledge of settlements.  Standard format test 

Links to CES 
learning 

Charter/IB 
learner profile 

The aim of this topic is for students to become reflective, caring and open 
minded about people living in different locations whilst developing their 
geographical inquiry skills and knowledge 

 

Topic/Term The Human and Physical Geography of Egypt and Brazil Term 2  
Key 

competencies 
(student 
abilities) 

Students will be expected to : 

 Be able to define key development indicators 

 Be able to use their knowledge of development indicators to decide 
whether a country is developed or developing 

 Be able to describe the human and physical geography of Egypt 

 Understand the importance of the Nile to Egypt’s environment and 
economy 

 Be able to describe the human and physical Geography of Brazil 

 Understand the role that natural resource use plays in economic 
development 

 Be able to describe the key features of the Amazon rainforest 

 Be able to describe the impact of development on the Amazon 
rainforest 

Assessment An extended writing activity articulating an understanding of the physical 
geography of Egypt.  
An extended writing activity involving the exploration of the similarities and 
differences in the human and physical geography of Egypt and Brazil.  
Project on shanty towns in Brazil and Egypt 

Links to CES 
learning 

Charter/IB 
learner profile 

This topic aims to: 
Reach our full potential through active engagement in lessons   
Develop open-minded reflective learners  

Promote the principle that differences define, not divide  

Take pride in the richness of the Egyptian culture  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Topic/Term Ecosystems - Rainforests and Desert Ecosystems Term 3  
Key 

competencies 
(student 
abilities) 

Students will be expected to : 

 Be able to locate the hot desert and tropical rainforest climate zones 
on a map of the world 

 Be able to describe the climate features of both regions 

 Be able to describe the layers of a tropical rainforest and its food web 

 Be able to describe the climate features of a hot desert ecosystem 

 Be able to describe the desert ecosystem food web 

 Understand the ways that species of animals evolve to live more 
efficiently in their environment (natural selection) and identify these 
features on animals and plants in rainforest and desert ecosystems 

 Understand the threat to ecosystems that human activity poses and 
understand how this threat can be reduced by action at a global, 
national and personal 

Assessment A decision making exercise on use of an area of the Amazon rainforest 
Final exam 

Links to CES 
learning 

Charter/IB 
learner profile 

This topic aims to: 
Develop open-minded reflective learners  
Reach our full potential through active engagement in lessons 

 

 

 

Examples of 
homework 

tasks 

 Activity sheets to reinforce knowledge and understanding 

 Work sheets to practice geographical skills. 

 Developing understanding through research tasks  

 Improving literacy through extended writing tasks  

 Developing creativity through project work e.g. creating information 
booklets about geographical issues 

 Developing communication skills through rehearsing for 
presentations on geographical topics and issues 

 Revision  

Study 
equipment 

needed 

Geographers should come equipped with the standard lesson equipment 
plus various mathematical equipment (ruler, compass, protractor) as well as 
colouring pencils, scissors and glue 

Useful 
websites 

www.nationalgeographic.com 
www.bbc.co.uk 
www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks3 
kids.nationalgeographic.com 
www.kidsgeo.com 
www.cesegypt.com  

Contact in 
school 

mdixon@cesegypt.com  
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