
 

Year 8 English  

With over 60 countries nominating English as their official language, it is a global lingua franca. It is 

our aim to expose pupils to the many subtleties of the English language. In Year 8 English, students 

study a novel, pre 19thcentury literature, and a variety of non-fiction texts. The aim is to develop their 

reading strategies and analytical skills.  These skills are used throughout Key Stage 3 in order to 

prepare them for IGCSE. Students are assessed using a variety of methods that allow them to 

demonstrate their Reading, Writing, Speaking and Listening skills in different settings and formats. 

Ms Gammond, Head of English.  

 

Topic/Term Term 1 

Key 
competencies 

(student 
abilities) 

Be able to identify and explain character representations in texts. 

Be able to use the Point, Evidence, Explanation (PEE) analytical paragraph 
format to support original thinking.  

Be able to identify language features in terms of theme and context. 

Be able to comment on writers’ purpose and viewpoints, and the effect of 
stereotypes on the reader. 

Be able to relate texts to their social, cultural and historical contexts and 
literary traditions.  

Be able to produce texts, which are appropriate to purpose, audience and 
format.  

 

Assessment Each unit will be assessed for the three strands (Reading, Writing, Speaking 
and Listening) using a variety of formats to develop skill. 
 
 

Links to CES 
learning 

Charter/IB 
learner profile 

The aim of these units are to give pupils the opportunity to demonstrate 
skills of inquirers, thinkers, and balance when considering stereotypes and 
bias reporting.  
 
 
 

 

Topic/Term Term 2 

Key 
competencies 

(student 
abilities) 

Be able to identify and explain character representations in texts from other 
cultures and times. 

Be able to identify and analyse the use of figurative language and poetic 
devices. 

Be able to use the Point, Evidence, Explanation (PEE) analytical paragraph 
format to support original thinking.  



 

Be able to deduce, infer or interpret information or ideas from texts. 

Be able to relate texts to their social, cultural and historical contexts and 
literary traditions.  

Be able to select effective and purposeful language to achieve atmosphere. 

 

Assessment Each unit will be assessed for the three strands (Reading, Writing, Speaking 
and Listening) using a variety of formats to develop skill. 
 

Links to CES 
learning 

Charter/IB 
learner profile 

The aim of these units are to give pupils the opportunity to demonstrate 
skills of risk-takers, thinkers and reflectors of their own work. 

 

Topic/Term Term 3 

Key 
competencies 

(student 
abilities) 

Be able to identify and explain representations in non-fiction texts. 

Be able to identify and analyse the use of figurative language/devices and 
apply to their own work. 

Be able to relate texts to their social, cultural and historical contexts and 
literary traditions.  

Be able to use the Point, Evidence, Explanation (PEE) analytical paragraph 
format to support original thinking.  

Be able to deduce, infer or interpret information or ideas from texts. 

Be able to select effective and purposeful language to demonstrate own 
viewpoint implicitly. 

 

Assessment Each unit will be assessed for the three strands (Reading, Writing, Speaking 
and Listening) using a variety of formats to develop skill. 
 

Links to CES 
learning 

Charter/IB 
learner profile 

The aim of these units are to give pupils the opportunity to demonstrate 
skills of open-mindedness as we look at non-fiction texts.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

Examples of 
homework 

tasks 

 Developing understanding through research tasks e.g. finding out the 
context of a particular article. 

 Improving literacy through extended writing tasks e.g. stories, 
newspaper articles, scripts. 

 Emphatic writing e.g. writing a diary entry for a character. 

 Developing creativity through visuals e.g create front-page cover 
story. 

 Developing communication skills through rehearsing for 
presentations. 
 

Study 
equipment 

needed 

Pupils should come equipped with the standard lesson equipment plus glue, 
scissors, highlighters and preferably a small dictionary/thesaurus. 

Useful 
websites 

www.bbc.co.uk 
www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks3 
http://www.channel4learning.com/  
www.chompchomp.com 
www.cgpbooks.co.uk/interactive_ks3_english 
www.cesegypt.com 

Contact in 
school 

jgammond@cesegypt.com – Ms Gammond 
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