
 

Key Stage 4 Geography 

By studying IGCSE Geography students will develop lifelong skills, including: 
• An understanding of the impacts which both physical and human geography can have and the 
processes which affect their development; 
• A sense of place and an understanding of relative location on a local, regional and global scale; 
• The ability to use and understand geographical data and information; 
• An understanding of how communities and cultures around the world and how they are 
affected and constrained by different environments. 
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Year 9 

Topic/Term Population Term 1.1 

Key 
competencies 

(student 
abilities) 

Students will be expected to : 

 Describe the growth of the world’s population and associated 
problems and show an understanding of the causes and consequences 
of over-population and under-population. 

 Identify and suggest reasons for contrasting patterns of population 
growth (or decline) as influenced by migration, birth rate and death 
rate, especially the impact of HIV/AIDS. 

 Describe the consequences (benefits and problems) of different 
patterns of population growth. 

 Identify and suggest reasons for different types of population 
structure as shown by age/sex pyramids. 

 Describe the factors influencing the density and distribution of 
population and population migration. 

Assessment Past paper questions from the Cambridge IGCSE syllabus 

Links to CES 
learning 

Charter/IB 
learner profile 

This topic aims to: 
Reach our full potential through active engagement in lessons  
Develop open-minded reflective learners  
Promote the principle that differences define, not divide  
 

 

Topic/Term Settlement Term 1.2 

Key 
competencies 

(student 
abilities) 

Students will be expected to : 

 Describe and explain the factors influencing the size, development 
and function of urban and rural settlements and their spheres of 
influence. 

 Describe and give reasons for the characteristics of land-use zones of 
urban areas in less economically developed countries (LEDCs) and 
more economically developed countries (MEDCs). 

 Describe the problems of urban areas in LEDCs and MEDCs, their 
causes and possible solutions. 



 

 Describe the impact on the environment resulting from urbanisation 
and possible solutions to reduce this impact. 
 

Assessment Past paper  questions from the Cambridge IGCSE syllabus 

Links to CES 
learning 

Charter/IB 
learner profile 

This topic aims to: 
Reach our full potential through active engagement in lessons  
Develop open-minded reflective learners  
Promote the principle that differences define, not divide  
 

 

Topic/Term Structure and Landforms Term 2 

Key 
competencies 

(student 
abilities) 

Students will be expected to : 

 Describe the distribution of earthquakes, volcanoes and fold 
mountains in relation to plate margins. 

 Describe the causes and effects of earthquakes and volcanic 
eruptions. 

 Describe weathering, river and marine processes. 

 Describe and explain the landforms associated with these 
processes. 

Assessment Past paper  questions from the Cambridge IGCSE syllabus 

Links to CES 
learning 

Charter/IB 
learner profile 

This topic aims to: 
Reach our full potential through active engagement in lessons  
Develop open-minded reflective learners  
Promote the principle that differences define, not divide  
 

 

Topic/Term Ecosystems, weather and climate Term 3 

Key 
competencies 

(student 
abilities) 

Students will be expected to : 

 Describe the methods of collecting and measuring 
meteorological data. 

 Describe and explain the characteristics of the climate and 
natural vegetation of two ecosystems: tropical rainforest; 
tropical desert. 

 Describe and explain the relationship between the climate and 
natural vegetation in these two ecosystems.  

 Demonstrate the interaction between the natural environment 
and human activities with reference to natural hazards, 
landscape processes, climate and the two named ecosystems. 

Assessment Past paper  questions from the Cambridge IGCSE syllabus 

Links to CES 
learning 

Charter/IB 
learner profile 

This topic aims to: 
Reach our full potential through active engagement in lessons  
Develop open-minded reflective learners  
Promote the principle that differences define, not divide  



 

 

 

 

Year 10 

Topic/Term Agriculture and Industry Term 1.1 

Key 
competencies 

(student 
abilities) 

Students will be expected to : 

 Be able to classify industries as primary, secondary and tertiary 

 Be able to describe and explain the industrial system 

 Be able to account for the location of different industries 

 Be able to describe and explain the elements of the agricultural system 

 Be able to describe the different scales and classifications of 
agriculture 

 Understand the cause and effects of food shortages 

 Be able to describe the negative effects of intensive agriculture on the 
environment 

Assessment Past paper  questions from the Cambridge IGCSE syllabus 

Links to CES 
learning 

Charter/IB 
learner profile 

This topic aims to: 
Reach our full potential through active engagement in lessons  
Develop open-minded reflective learners  
Promote the principle that differences define, not divide  
 

 

Topic/Term Leisure and tourism Term 1.2 

Key 
competencies 

(student 
abilities) 

Students will be expected to : 

 Describe and explain the growth of leisure facilities in relation 
to the main attractions of the human and physical landscape 

 Assess the benefits and costs of tourism to a receiving area 

 Assess the costs of tourism on the environment and the 
advantages of eco-tourism 

 Describe how tourism can improve the quality of life of people 
in LEDCs 
Understand the butler model of the life cycle of a tourist resort. 

Assessment Past paper  questions from the Cambridge IGCSE syllabus 

Links to CES 
learning 

Charter/IB 
learner profile 

This topic aims to: 
Reach our full potential through active engagement in lessons  
Develop open-minded reflective learners  
Promote the principle that differences define, not divide  
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Topic/Term Energy, water and resource use  Term 2 

Key 
competencies 

(student 
abilities) 

Students will be expected to : 

 Be able to define renewable and non-renewable resources and their 
methods of energy production 

 Understand that the need for energy is increasing and how these 
demands can be met through alternative sources of energy 

 Understand the negative effects of energy consumption on the 
environment 

 Understanding the causes and effects of global warming 

 Be able to explain the various factors that influence the location of 
power stations 

 Understand that water can be treated as a finite resource and 
understand the impact of water shortages around the world 

 Understand the impact that industry and agriculture have upon water 
purity and scarcity 

Assessment Past paper  questions from the Cambridge IGCSE syllabus 

Links to CES 
learning 

Charter/IB 
learner profile 

This topic aims to: 
Reach our full potential through active engagement in lessons  
Develop open-minded reflective learners  
Promote the principle that differences define, not divide  
 

 

Examples of 
homework 

tasks 

 Practicing skills. E.g. map skills or drawing graphs and diagrams 

 Developing understanding through research tasks e.g. finding out 

information about specific geographical locations  

 Improving literacy through extended writing tasks e.g. a diary entry  

 Developing creativity through project work e.g. creating information 

booklets about geographical issues 

 Completing activity sheets to reinforce knowledge and skills 

 Developing communication skills through rehearsing for 

presentations on Geographical topics and issues 

 Revising for tests 

Study 
equipment 

needed 

Geographers should come equipped with the standard lesson equipment 
plus various mathematical equipment (ruler, compass, protractor) as well as 
colouring pencils, scissors and glue 

Useful 
websites 

www.nationalgeographic.com 
www.bbc.co.uk 
www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks4 
kids.nationalgeographic.com 

http://www.nationalgeographic.com/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/


 

www.kidsgeo.com 
www.cesegypt.com  

Contact in 
school 

mdixon@cesegypt.com  

 

http://www.cesegypt.com/
mailto:mdixon@cesegypt.com

