
 

Key Stage 4 History 

Universities and employers worldwide accept IGCSE history as providing proof of historical 
knowledge and understanding. This History syllabus offers students the opportunity to study 
some of the major international issues of the 19th and 20th centuries, as well as looking in 
greater depth at the history of a particular region or regions. The emphasis within the syllabus is 
as much on developing lifelong historical skills as on acquiring knowledge. Successful candidates 
gain valuable skills including: 
• an interest in and enthusiasm for learning and understanding about the past 
• an understanding of historical concepts such as cause and consequence, continuity and change, 
and similarity and difference 
• an appreciation of historical evidence and how to use it 
• a greater understanding of international issues and inter-relationships 
• how to present clear, logical arguments 
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Year 9 

Topic/Term International Relations 1919 Term 1.1/1.2 

Key 
competencies 

(student 
abilities) 

Students will be expected to : 

 What were the motives and aims of the Big Three at Versailles?  

 Why did all the victors not get everything they wanted?  

 What was the impact of the peace treaty on Germany up to 1923?  

 Could the treaties be justified at the time?  

 The Peace Treaties of 1919 –23:  The roles of individuals such as 
Wilson, Clemenceau and Lloyd George in the peace making 
process o the impact of the treaties on the defeated countries o 
contemporary opinions about the treaties. 

 How successful was the League in the 1920s?  

 How far did weaknesses in the League’s organisation make failure 
inevitable?  

 How far did the Depression make the work of the League more 
difficult?  

 How successful was the League in the 1930s?  

 The League of Nations:  Strengths and weaknesses in its structure 
and organisation o successes and failures in peacekeeping during 
the 1920s. The impact of the World Depression on the work of 
the League after 1929. The failures of the League in the 1930s, 
including Manchuria and Abyssinia 

 

Assessment Test- League of Nations. Project- Wall Street Crash 
 

Links to CES 
learning 

Charter/IB 
learner profile 

This topic aims to encourage students to be: 
Reflective Inquirers, Knowledgeable, Critical Thinkers, Communicators, and 
adopt an Open-mindedness approach when studying the past. 
 



 

 

Topic/Term Nazi Germany Term 2  

Key 
competencies 

(student 
abilities) 

Students will be expected to : 

 Conduct an in Depth Study A: Germany, 1918–45 Was the Weimar 
Republic doomed from the start? 

 Why was Hitler able to dominate Germany by 1934? 

 The Nazi regime (a) How effectively did the Nazis control Germany, 
1933–45? 

 The Nazi regime (b) What was it like to live in Nazi Germany? 
 

 

Assessment Past examination papers: Essay writing. PowerPoint Presentations. Role 
Play. 

 

Links to CES 
learning 

Charter/IB 
learner profile 

This topic aims to encourage students to be: 
Reflective Inquirers, Knowledgeable, Thinkers, Communicators, Open-
minded 
 

 

Topic/Term 20th Century International relations Term 3.1 

Key 
competencies 

(student 
abilities) 

Students will be expected to : 

 What were the long-term consequences of the peace treaties of 1919 –
23?  

 What were the consequences of the failures of the League in the 
1930s?  

 How far was Hitler’s foreign policy to blame for the outbreak of war 
in 1939?  

 Was the policy of appeasement justified?  

 How important was the Nazi-Soviet Pact?  

 Why did Britain and France declare war on Germany in September 
1939?  

 The collapse of international order in the 1930s  

 The increasing militarism of Germany, Italy and Japan  

 Hitler’s foreign policy to 1939: the Saar, remilitarisation of the 
Rhineland, involvement in the Spanish Civil War, Anschluss with 
Austria, appeasement, crises over Czechoslovakia and Poland, the 
outbreak of war. 

 
 

Assessment Past papers- Paper 1. Extended Writing: Dropping the bomb 
 

Links to CES 
learning 

Charter/IB 
learner profile 

This topic aims to encourage students to be: 
Reflective Inquirers, Knowledgeable, Thinkers, Communicators, Open-
minded 
 

 



 

 

Topic/Term The Cold War Term 3.2 

Key 
competencies 

(student 
abilities) 

Students will be expected to : 

 The Origins of the Cold War: 

 Who was to blame for the Cold War? 

 How effectively did the USA contain the spread of Communism? 

 How secure was the USSR’s control over Eastern Europe, 1948–
c.1989? 

Assessment Project- Berlin Blockade. Test – The Marshall Plan and its effect on 
Europe. 

 

Links to CES 
learning 

Charter/IB 
learner profile 

This topic aims to encourage students to be: 
Reflective Inquirers, Knowledgeable, Thinkers, Communicators, Open-
mindedness. 
 

 

 

Year 10 

Topic/Term Cold War Term 1.1 

Key 
competencies 

(student 
abilities) 

Students will be expected to : 

 The 1945 summit conferences and the breakdown of the USA-USSR 
alliance in 1945–6 

 Soviet expansion into Eastern Europe to 1948, and American 
reactions to it 

 The occupation of Germany and the Berlin Blockade. 

Assessment Project- Korean War. Test- Hungary, 1956 
 

Links to CES 
learning 

Charter/IB 
learner profile 

This topic aims to encourage students to be: 
Reflective Inquirers, Knowledgeable, Thinkers, Communicators, Open-
minded 
 

 

Topic/Term USA and Containment of Communism Term 1.2 

Key 
competencies 

(student 
abilities) 

Students will be expected to : 
 

 Events of the Cold War: 
Case studies: 

 American reactions to the Cuban revolution, including the missile 
crisis and its aftermath 

 American involvement in the Vietnam War. 
 

Assessment Past paper  questions from the Cambridge IGCSE syllabus 



 

Links to CES 
learning 

Charter/IB 
learner profile 

This topic aims to encourage students to be: 
Reflective Inquirers, Knowledgeable, Thinkers, Communicators, Open-
minded 

 

 

Topic/Term USSR and Its Control of Eastern Europe Term 2.1 

Key 
competencies 

(student 
abilities) 

Students will be expected to : 

 Soviet power in Eastern Europe: 

 Resistance to Soviet power in Hungary (1956) and Czechoslovakia 
(1968) 

 The Berlin Wall 

 ‘Solidarity’ in Poland 

 Gorbachev and the collapse of the Soviet Empire. 
 

Assessment Project- Solidarity in Poland. Past examination papers. 
 

Links to CES 
learning 

Charter/IB 
learner profile 

This topic aims to encourage students to be: 
Reflective Inquirers, Knowledgeable, Thinkers, Communicators, Open-
minded 
 

 

Topic/Term Depth study- Russia 1905-41 Term 2.2 

Key 
competencies 

(student 
abilities) 

Students will be expected to : 
• How well did the Tsarist regime deal with the difficulties of ruling 
Russia up to 1914? 
• How did the Tsar survive the 1905 revolution? 
• How far was the Tsar weakened by the First World War? 
• Why were the Bolsheviks able to seize power in November 1917? 
• Why did Stalin, and not Trotsky, emerge as Lenin’s successor? 
• Why did Stalin launch the Purges? 
• Why did Stalin introduce the Five-Year Plans? 
• What methods did Stalin use to control the Soviet Union? 
• How complete was Stalin’s control over the Soviet Union by 1941? 

Assessment Research Rasputin and the Tsars test.  

Essays on Lenin and Stalin 

An independent research project of the student’s choice. 
 

Links to CES 
learning 

Charter/IB 
learner profile 

This topic aims to encourage students to be: 
Reflective Inquirers, Knowledgeable, Thinkers, Communicators, Open-
minded 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Topic/Term Russia and revision Term 3.1 

Key 
competencies 

(student 
abilities) 

Students will be expected to : 

 The March revolution of 1917. 

 The Provisional Government and the Soviets, the growing power of 
revolutionary groups 

 Reasons for the failure of the Provisional Government 

 The Bolshevik seizure of power, the role of Lenin 

 The main features of Bolshevik rule, the Civil War and War 
Communism, and reasons for the Bolshevik victory 

 The Kronstadt Rising and the establishment of the New Economic 
Policy 

 Lenin’s death and the struggle for power 

 Reasons for Stalin’s emergence as leader by 1928 

 Stalin’s dictatorship: use of terror, the Purges, propaganda and official 
culture 

 Stalin’s economic policies and their impact: the modernisation of 
Soviet industry, the Five-Year Plans, collectivisation 

Assessment Past paper  questions from the Cambridge IGCSE syllabus 

Links to CES 
learning 

Charter/IB 
learner profile 

This topic aims to encourage students to be: 
Reflective Inquirers, Knowledgeable, Thinkers, Communicators, Open-
minded 
 

 

 

Examples of 
homework 

tasks 

 Developing understanding through research tasks   

 Improving literacy through extended writing tasks 

 Project work  

 Completing activity sheets to reinforce knowledge and skills 

 Developing communication skills through preparing and rehearsing 

for presentations 

 Revising for tests 

Study 
equipment 

needed 

Students should come equipped with the standard lesson equipment plus 
various mathematical equipment (ruler, compass, protractor) as well as 
colouring pencils, scissors and glue 

Useful 
websites 

 http://www.schoolhistory.co.uk/ 
http://www.thinkinghistory.co.uk/ 

http://www.schoolhistory.co.uk/
http://www.thinkinghistory.co.uk/


 
http://www.igshistoryonline.co.uk/ 
http://www.historygcse.org/ 
http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/ 
http://www.historyonthenet.com/ 
http://www.internationalschoolhistory.net/ 
http://www.learnhistory.org.uk/ 
http://www.historystuff.co.uk/ 
http://www.thehistoryfaculty.com/ 

Contact in 
school 

mdixon@desegypt.com  

 

http://www.historygcse.org/
http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/
http://www.historyonthenet.com/
http://www.internationalschoolhistory.net/
http://www.learnhistory.org.uk/
http://www.historystuff.co.uk/
http://www.thehistoryfaculty.com/
mailto:mdixon@desegypt.com

