
Topic 

This week we have had lots of fun 

investigating how we can change 

the ‘properties’ of things to make 

them different. We started off the 

week with a Science Day. Eight 

simple experiments were set up outside, the teacher 

demonstrated them as the children watched with   

excitement and in trepidation! The experiments were 

amazing. Our favourite ones were creating slime,  

making a ping pong ball float in the air using a hair 

dryer and making a boiled egg squeeze through a 

small opening. There are some fantastic photos on 

page 2 of this newsletter. Many thanks to Miss Dareen 

who arranged the day for us. 

Back in  class we continued with our 

experimenting. We enjoyed melting 

crayons and watched how the wax 

ran down paper to make some lovely 

designs. We investigated ice, by   

looking at how it freezes and then melts. We have also 

been participating in various activities connected with 

our focus story book. 
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Numeracy 
This week in Numeracy we have focused 

on ‘selecting the correct numeral.   

We began by looking at 

a rainbow. How many 

colours could we see? 

We listed all the colours 

and counted them. There were 7, we 

practised writing this number in the air by 

using our magic writing finger. Then we 

decorated a pre-drawn picture of Elmer 

with cubifix blocks and counted how many 

blocks of each colour we had used. We 

then found the correct written number for 

each colour’s amount. We also used the 

cubifix blocks to build towers. We rolled a 

dice and collected the amount of cubes 

as indicated on the dice. 

Finally, we counted all of the 

coloured patches on Elmer and 

recorded the totals on a bar 

chart.   

Literacy  
This week we have continued to focus 

on the book of Elmer and the Rainbow.  

We read the story and thought about 

how we could change the ending. We 

then drew our own ending for the story 

in our mark making books and during circle time 

we discussed them and chose which one we liked 

best. We have concentrated on ’continuing a 

rhyming string’ and looked at the rhyming words: 

row, fro, go, which ended each sentence.  

We also learnt a rhyme about elephants. 
   

In Phonics we have been practising our skills in 

‘oral blending’. Using a selection of pictures and 

matching them to their written word by orally 

blending the sounds: c-a-t/d-o-g/h-a-t/r-a-t/m-u-g. 
We played a game called ‘Rhyming Soup’ where 

we found various objects that rhymed: rat, cat, hat 

or van, fan, can. We also revisited the letter sounds 

of t as in tin/table and p as in pencil/penguin. We 

made lists of all the words we knew beginning with 

these sounds! 
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FS1 enjoying some of the experiments from  

Science Day.  



FS1 Homework 

18th January 2018 
 

Name: ___________________________            

Numeracy Activity:  
 

In Numeracy this week we have been selecting the correct numerals to 

match amounts. We have used our focussed book of Elmer for some of 

the activities.  
 

For homework, we would like the children to colour a picture of Elmer. 

On the attached sheet you find a patch work Elmer. Ask your child to 

colour him in using either: pens, paints, crayons or coloured pencils.  

After your child has coloured him in encourage them to count how 

many patches there are of each different colour. Then write the colour 

and its amount in the box provided. 

Talk Homework: 
Find a quiet time of the day when you can sit and talk with your child. Discuss with your child their 

experience of Science Day. Be positive about their experiences, show that you are listening to 

them and enjoying what they are saying. 

Here are some ideas of what you could talk about: 

 Did you like Science day? Why did you like it? 

 Which experiment did you enjoy most? Why? 

 Can you describe your favourite experiment? What happened? 

 If you had to do an experiment what would you like to do? 

 

 

Now together look at the picture that you have received for “Captain Change”  
Lets look at the small picture labelled number 1. 

(Use the picture from the email you were sent, you can enlarge it to see more details) 
 

Ideas of questions you could ask your child: 

 Which season is the picture of? (Remember to use the correct English word) 

 Can you see something in the sky? What is it? 

 How many apples are on the tree? 

 What is the creature in the red shirt doing? Why is he doing this? 

 Why are all the trees not green, some are red and yellow: Why? 

 

Please remember to write all your child’s responses on the back of this sheet. 

 

Remember: 
You should be guided by the pace at which your child wants to go.  

If interest is being lost, leave the activities for a while and then come back to them later. 
 

Do remember to give lots of praise and encouragement. 
 

What did your child enjoy? 
 

 

 

  

What does your child need more practice doing? 



Name _____________________________________ 

 

Colour Elmer and write numbers 

How many patches of each colour I used to colour Elmer: 

 

…………………………………………….        ………………………………………..…. 

 

…………………………………………….        …………………………………………... 

 

…………………………………………….        …………………………………………… 

 

…………………………………………….         ……………………………….…………. 

 

…………………………………………….         …………………………………………... 


