
Topic 
This week we have been investigating  ‘Life Cycles’.  

 

We concentrated on the life cycle of a 

butterfly. We asked: ‘What do we know 

about caterpillars?’ ’Who has  seen 

one?’ ’Who has held one?’ ‘What do 

caterpillars change into?’ We watched 

a short video of this to see how the caterpillar changed 

firstly into a chrysalis then into a butterfly.  

We made some handprint caterpillars 

and some splatter paint butterflies. We 

splattered paint on half a sheet of paper, 

folded it over and opened it out again to 

reveal our beautiful butterflies. 

We had lots of fun role-playing the caterpillar lifecycle. 

First of all we rolled ourselves up to be the egg. Then we 

squirmed and crawled like a caterpillar. We laid very still 

for the chrysalis and then jumped up and waved our 

arms when we were the butterflies. Out in the garden 

we looked for food that the caterpillar may eat. We 

used magnifying glasses to investigate these foods. 
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Numeracy 
This week in Numeracy we have been 
‘Ordering and sequencing familiar events’.   

We referred to our focus 

book of The Very Hun-

gry Caterpillar. First of all 

we looked at the        

sequence in the days of 

the week. We wrote the 

days of the week on the board then added 

the different amounts of food items that the 

caterpillar ate each day. We also drew each 

food item and then wrote the number. We 

made a large class caterpillar 

out of eight big circles and 

sequenced what he ate by 

sticking the correct amount 

of food onto each circle. 

We then looked at the sequence of our 

school day. We asked: ‘What do we do first, 

second, third, after that?’We used our        

individual class visual timetables to help us. 

Literacy  
We have used the lovely story of  

The Very Hungry Caterpillar as our 

focus book this week.  

We had a go at describing what 

the caterpillar looked like at the beginning and at 

the end of the story. We concentrated on ‘Hears 

and says the initial sound in words’, by hearing 

and saying the initial sounds of all the food that 

the caterpillar ate. We also had lots of fun when 

we role-played the story. 
   

In Phonics we have been putting our skills  of ‘oral 

blending’ into practice by decoding short three 

letter words. Such as tin, pan and sit. We sounded 

out the word t-i-n then blended it together to read 

the word tin and p-a-n = pan. We played ‘Buried 

Treasure’ using the words: sit, pit, tis, ti, it, pip. We 

put the real words in a treasure chest and the fake 

words in a bin. We also revisited the letter sounds 

of i as in igloo/ink and n as in net/nest. We made 

lists of all the words we knew beginning with these 

sounds. 
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FS1B really enjoyed participating in caterpillar and 

butterfly activities 



FS1 Homework 

24th January 2018 
 

Name: ___________________________            

Literacy Activity:  
In Literacy this week we have used the story of The Very Hungry Caterpillar. 

Together watch the puppet show of The Very Hungry Caterpillar.  

After watching it discuss the story together.  Use the link below 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nKKdwGwOlK8  

 
Now using any type of craft materials encourage your child to make either a caterpillar or a  

butterfly. Send it into school. 

 

Here are a few examples but your 

child can use any design they wish. 

Talk Homework: 
Find a quiet time of the day when you can sit and talk with your child. Discuss with your child 

about their experiences this week Be positive about their experiences, show that you are listening 

to them and enjoying what they are saying. 

Here are some ideas of what you could talk about: 

 Did you like the story of The Very Hungry Caterpillar? Why did you like it? 

 Which activity did you enjoy the most this week? 

 Can you describe what you did in this activity? 

 If you could choose your favourite activity what would it be? Why? 

 

 

Now together look at the picture that you have received for “Captain Change”  

Let’s look at the small picture labelled number 2. 
(Use the picture from the email you were sent, you can enlarge it to see more details) 
 

Ideas of questions you could ask your child: 

 Which season is the picture of?  

 Why are there no leaves on the tree? 

 What is the character in red doing? How can he do this? 

 How many children can you see playing? 

 If you played in the snow what would you like to do? Why? 

 

Please remember to write all your child’s responses on the back of this sheet. 

 

Remember: 
You should be guided by the pace at which your child wants to go.  

If interest is being lost, leave the activities for a while and then come back to them later. 
 

Do remember to give lots of praise and encouragement. 
 

What did your child enjoy? 
 

 

 

  

What does your child need more practice doing? 


