
 

 

 

 

FS & KS1 School                
Year 2 Newsletter            

Week 3 ~ 20th September 2018 

Who and What Lives in the Sahara Desert?  
This week our learning challenge was to find out where the Sahara Desert      
actually is!  We looked at world maps with keys to show where the deserts of 
the world are and we quickly saw that the Sahara desert stretches across 
northern Africa and reaches Egypt!  This made us think….. Do we live in the 
Sahara Desert?  We learnt to recognise built and natural environments 
around us.   

How you can help us with our Learning Challenge at home:  With a grown up, read the BBC 
News Article ‘What has Saharan sand got to do with hurricanes?.  You will find another reason why the 
Sahara desert is so special! 

Theme: It’s a Wild World: Africa!  In the Sahara and the Kalahari Desert                                      
Science Topic: Living things and their Habitats                                                                              
Term 1.1 Learning Challenge: Who and What Lives in the Sahara Desert?   

Maths ~ Numbers within 100 

Our Maths has focused on working with    
numbers to 100.  Counting forwards and 
backwards to 100, estimating amounts of  
objects within 100, and comparing number 

values. 

Homework:  100 and beyond, Number snake 
challenge!, Ordering 2-digit numbers 

Children know when ordering 2-digit numbers 
to look at the ‘tens’ number first.  In this 
homework they will also compare ‘greater 

than’ and ‘less than’ using the symbols ˃ and 

˂ .  Just remember the crocodile’s mouth   
always faces to eat the bigger number.   

 

Spelling Project - Writing to a Hundred Practice!   

We will begin spellings by practicing writing numbers all 
the way to a hundred!  This week we are writing one to 
ten.  We need to learn to write all our numbers in words 

correctly and remember how to do it!  Once you think you 
have mastered spelling the number in words, circle it in 
your hundred square.   This is a project to keep at home 

and we will add to it each week.   

English ~ Meerkat Mail 

We have begun reading Meerkat Mail and the           
adventures of Sunny the Meerkat as he travels from his 
home in the Kalahari Desert to other habitats.   

We are creating story 
maps and retelling the 
story in preparation for 
writing postcards as 
Sunny in the coming 
weeks. 

Don’t forget to jump onto 
Mathletics if you have         
finished the written homework! 



Year 2 - Reading Extension Task      

Share the news article with a grown up or older sibling.  What do 
you now know about the Sahara Desert?  Can you share it with the 
class when you get back to school on Sunday? 

What has Saharan sand got to do with hurricanes?   
19 Sep 2017  

Hurricanes are wet and 
windy and sand is dry, but it 
turns out there is a link     
between the two. With more 
Caribbean islands set to be 
hit by Hurricane Maria, the 
tropical islands could really 
benefit from the sand that 
lies almost 7,000 miles 
away.  Because sandstorms 
that originate in the Sahara      
Desert can sometimes stop 
hurricanes from forming. 

The BBC's weather presenter Tomasz Schafernaker explains: "Sandstorms 

which happen in Africa can sometimes blow out into the Atlantic Ocean and can 

move out quite far, they can go as far as the Caribbean and the Amazon.  "It [the 

sand] is carried high in the air and that sand can inhibit hurricanes forming. 

"The sand makes hazy skies but it stops the hurricanes. One reason we think it 
stops the hurricanes is because there's a lot of sand in the air and the  
atmosphere is hazy. 
"You have less sunlight going through and sometimes the ocean water doesn't 
warm up so much.  "And if the ocean water isn't warm enough then hurricanes 
can't grow because they love hot, tropical water."   
 
The origins of the hurricanes affecting the Caribbean can actually be found 
near to the Sahara Desert and as far away as Ethiopia in eastern Africa. 
 
Ripples in the jet stream, known as the Easterly Jet, are carried across the     
desert to the west coast of Africa and create thick thunderstorms.  When they 
eventually move out into the Atlantic Ocean they can sometimes form           
hurricanes and travel to the Caribbean and US. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-latin-america-41317164
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-latin-america-41317164








Year 2 Spelling Project!  

When you feel you have learned your spelling of a number in words, circle or colour 
the number on your 100 square.  Next week you will be given the next ten number 

words to learn.  This is a project to keep at home.    


